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Facing College Costs
The College Board’s latest report on college costs is at
trends.collegeboard.org/sites/default/files/2014-trends-college-pricing-final-web.pdf.

■■

What You Should Know About Student Loans
For a description of federal education loans from the U.S. Department of Education, go to
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/types/loans.

■■

Restructuring Education Debt
Answers to frequently asked questions about Direct Consolidation Loans can be found at
https://studentloans.gov/myDirectLoan/faqs.action.

■■

Why You Need a Will
The American Bar Association spells out some of the issues involved in choosing an executor at
www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/migrated/publiced/practical/books/wills/chapter_10.authcheckdam.pdf.

■■

SIMPLE 401(k) Plans May Appeal to Employees
The IRS explains the rules for SIMPLE 401(k) plans at
www.irs.gov/Retirement-Plans/Choosing-a-Retirement-Plan:-SIMPLE-401%28k%29-Plan.

■■

Practice Development Tip
Give Clients a Lesson on Higher Education Tax Breaks
As primary and secondary school students get ready to return to class, their parents may be thinking about someday sending
them to college—and how much this will cost. The data in this issue’s article, “Facing College Costs,” can be valuable to clients
in that category.
As the article indicates, the net cost of college may be reduced by various federal tax benefits for higher education. Thus,
you likely will be able to attract clients with pre-college children to meetings by offering a personalized look at what they can
reasonably expect to save from these tax breaks.
At the meetings, you can go over their federal income tax returns. Assuming their finances likely will be similar when their
children are in college, you can reveal whether they’ll qualify for relevant tax credits and deductions—and how much they’ll
probably save in tax as a result.
From there, tax planning strategies might evolve. Does it make sense to execute Roth IRA conversions or take capital gains
before students are in college? To wait until after they leave school? Implementing such transactions while students are in
college will raise parents’ reported income and might decrease tax savings for higher education.
The more you demonstrate the interaction of tax planning with important steps in clients’ lives, the more they will come to
rely upon you for ongoing tax and financial advice.
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Practice Development and Management Resources
from the AICPA
For more information or to order, log on to www.cpa2biz.com or call 1.888.777.7077.

Take Your Marketing Online! Proven Ways to Grow Your Firm in the Digital Age
In this comprehensive guide, CPA firm marketing expert Bonnie Buol Ruszczyk teaches you the art of growing your
firm in the digital age, guiding you through exercises to help you uncover your firm’s unique value while sharing proven
techniques for communicating that value through the most effective online channels. Does your firm’s online presence
ensure that your ideal clients can find you? Will they like what they see when they do?
[Item nos. PPM1501P—AICPA Member $55.00, Nonmember $69.00 and PPM1501E—AICPA Member $49.00,
Nonmember $59.00]

■■

CPA Client Bulletin Select
Do you ever wish you had more flexibility with your CPA Client Newsletter content? Now you can with this new
monthly offering from the AICPA. Optimize your client and prospect communications with the AICPA’s trusted CPA
Client Newsletter content, now available in a flexible, editable MS Word format for use in your firm blog, social media
outlets, traditional client newsletter communications, and beyond.
[Item no. PCN1301W—AICPA Member $895.00, Nonmember $1095.00]

■■

10 Steps to a Digital Practice in the Cloud: New Levels of CPA Firm Workflow Efficiency,
Second Edition
This popular how-to guide is your roadmap to building your successful practice in the cloud in just 10 steps. You’ll
get practical comprehensive information with step-by-step instructions covering a variety of areas, such as infrastructure,
document management, client portals, workflow management, security, and more.
[Item no. PTX1401P—AICPA Member $55.00, Nonmember $69.00]

■■

Management of an Accounting Practice Handbook Online
Created by top CPA practitioners, the Management of an Accounting Practice Handbook Online is a vast collection of
practice management guidance and tools brought together in one place. Its easy-to-use Web-based format helps you find
answers to your questions in a snap. Find out why the Management of an Accounting Practice Handbook has become the
go-to tool that sole practitioners, small- and medium-sized firms rely on.
[Item no. MAP-XX—AICPA Member $150.00, Nonmember $250.00]

■■

CPA Firm Mergers & Acquisitions: How to Buy a Firm, How to Sell a Firm, and How to Make
the Best Deal
Arm yourself with the information you need to execute a win-win deal. This comprehensive resource from transition
experts Joel Sinkin and Terrence Putney identifies the key elements involved in the successful purchase, sale, or merger
of CPA firms. Written with both buyers and sellers in mind, the advice in this book aims to ensure that both parties to a
transaction achieve their goals.
[Item nos. PPM1304P—AICPA Member $59.00, Nonmember $73.75 and PPM1304E—AICPA Member $53.00,
Nonmember $66.00]

■■

Need help with your subscription?
Contact our Member Service Center at 888.777.7077 or service@aicpa.org.

Questions or comments about the content?

Contact Andrea Sterling, Managing Editor, at 919.402.4025 or CBeditor@aicpa.org.

